CHINA   <&   THE   CHINESE
A   SLUMP    IN   TRADE The    philosophy   of   this
Manchus there was some appeal to the Son of Heaven at Peking; now, indeed, are the heavers closed up and the parchtxi land is in travail.
Yet to the sympathetic onlooker this would not be China were there not gleams of humour peeping through the murk. The two factions of North and South, although ever in dire straits for money, are ever at war with each other. One fine day the customs revenues came in, and, the customs control being in the North, the Peking treasury waxed fat. Whereupon came a plaintive embassy from the South. " We be of one blood, thou and I,1* said the South, " suffer us a few crumbs from thy honourable, well-1 a d e n
itinerant cobbler is worthy of the most imperturbable Stoic. Who may read his
thoughts ? Photo, Maynard Owen Williams
shadowy forms of government in existence, one in the North at Peking, the other at Canton in the South. But more powerful, brooding heavily over the unfortunate peoples, are the Tu Chiins, the governorsof the provinces. Upon these men there is no check, from them there is no redress, for each is his own law and the executor thereof. If a whip was the implement wielded by the Manchus and their emperors, scorpions are now the fashion. Under the
TRADE   IS   LOOKING   UP
The cobbler is one of the leading figures in Chinese street
industries.   He makes little distinction between day and night,
and when not under the influence of the  kindly god Morpheus
is roaming through the streets in search of possible clients
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